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at the Board of Trade? , Could he have risen above the jealousies of the Coalition while those talented carrions were still picking the last bones of the British public? Could a President of the Board of Trade have done anything more constructive than offer to resign? Mr. Baldwin wanted a Conservative programme that would enable the English provinces to have stabilised prosperity. Both he and Mr. Bonar Law wanted the wracked body of Europe to be laid aside while energy was concentrated on the new imperial world. Those were visions that only office shattered. They were vivid dreams in the enthusiasm of that moment, Mr. Baldwin had kept the reticence and reserve of a gentleman in a brawl of political bounders* On that Thursday morning at the Carlton Club he had quietly emerged from the debris, never having doubted that it would be the Coalition who would seek solitude in the wilderness. He had only said what he thought was right and "stuck to it."
The English people have at times allowed dictatorships to be imposed upon them. A sincere unflinching political lead however, which has spell-bound opposition is a very different form of government to a coalition, that has merely bought its opponents. The return to party Government brought sighs of relief from the country- A coalition is so essentially mean that it is out of keeping with the English temperament. The tranquillity government of Mr. Bonar Law came into office in the most favourable circumstances- After the exploits of the Coalition even inaction would have been applauded. As the industrial skies darkened, honesty itself would almost have comprised a policy. If the nation had really to face a retreat, it would be better under one general of average capacity than a brilliant staff of leaders who were always endeavouring to recover lost kudos by dangerous offensives on the flanks. Nevertheless it must be borne in mind that this atmosphere was certain to change. Mr. Bonar Law had foresight* but it would prove one thing to know what ought to be done